












Dr. Edward Snell, a research 
scientist of Hauptman-Woodward 
Institute and Assistant Professor of 
Structural Biology at the University 
at Buffalo, celebrated the news 
that he received his United States 
citizenship on May 1, 2008. An 
English native, Snell has been in 
the U.S. for 15 years. Snell’s wife 
Elizabeth Snell, a research associ-
ate at HWI and their two children 
joined the celebration. After going 
through this “long process” which 
lasted about four years, Snell says, 
“I am glad to have finally arrived.” 
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Boardroom Bits .... What’s Happening at Hauptman-Woodward

Clifton is chief financial officer (CFO) of LPCiminelli, Inc. where she manages all top-level financial information 
and has direct oversight of the accounting, information technology, and human resources departments. Prior 
to joining LPCiminelli, Clifton served as CFO and chief operating officer for Ultra-Scan Corp. She also has 
served as CFO for Reciprocal. She previously held positions with ClientLogic, Morgan Stanley and Mercer 
Management. She serves on the advisory boards for the Maria Love Convalescent Fund and the Westminster 
Early Childhood Program, as well as the Investment Review Committee for the Buffalo and Erie County 
Regional Development Corporation. She holds a master’s degree in Business Administration from Yale Univer-
sity and a bachelor's degree in Public Health Administration from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. She resides in Buffalo, New York with her husband Theodore Walsh and their three children.

Montante, a teacher at Nardin Academy in their Montessorri Program, is also a member on the boards of 
the Western New York Women’s Fund and the Bison Scholarship Fund. She serves on the Zoological 
Society’s Education & Conservation Committee, the Nichols Alumni Board, as well as on volunteer commit-
tees for Nichols School and Sisters Hospital.  She has been deeply involved with the Junior League of Buffalo 
for a number of years and served as the JLB president during the 2005-2006 league year. Montante 
received her bachelor’s degree in economics from Smith College. She earned both her master’s degree in 
modern languages and her master’s in education administration from the University at Buffalo. She resides 
in Clarence Center with her husband Michael and their children.

Voelkl, president and chief executive officer of Buffalo Pharmacies, has volunteered on the Hospice Board, 
the Erie County Sheriff’s Advisory Committee and the ECMC Foundation Board. He also serves as a Trustee 
of St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute, Niagara Lutheran Health Systems, and the KeyBank Advisory Group. 
Voelkl graduated from the University at Buffalo Pharmacy School in 1959.  He resides in Williamsville with 
his wife Carolyn. They have five children. 

Michael Rhodes has joined the Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute as a staff accountant.  

Rhodes will be responsible for general ledger and financial reporting.

Prior to joining HWI, Rhodes was an accountant and property manager at the WNY Veterans Hous-
ing Coalition.  He previously held positions at Wittlin, Cain & Dry LLP, Regional Integrated Logistics 
and Tops Friendly Markets. 

Rhodes received his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Medaille College. 

An avid athlete and sports enthusiast, Rhodes resides in Lockport, New York.

DR. SNELL BECOMES U.S. CITIZEN

HWI Graduate Student, Kevin Maharaj, Receives Coveted NIH FellowshipHauptman-Woodward Staff and Board Mourn the Loss of Long-Time Board Member, Friend  
PAUL J. KOESSLER

Amy L. Clifton, Alexandra C. Montante and Joseph Voelkl elected to the HWI Board of Directors
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The National Institute of General 
Medical Sciences has announced 
that HWI’s Kevin Maharaj has 
received a National Institute of 
Health’s Ruth L. Kirschstein National 
Research Service Award Predoc-
toral Fellowship. 

A prestigious award, the fellowship 
will fund Maharaj’s graduate 

education for the next several years. He currently is a graduate 
student in the Structural Biology Department housed at the 
Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute which is part 
of the University at Buffalo’s School of Medicine. Maharaj is 
studying under the tutelage of Dr. Daniel T. Gewirth, HWI senior 
research scientist and associate professor at UB. This is the first 
NIH fellowship awarded to a student at HWI and the only one 
granted at UB this year.

"I am very appreciative to be a recipient of an NIH NRSA 
pre-doctoral fellowship. I know that this is a huge honor and I plan 
to work even harder because of this opportunity,” Maharaj said.

“The fellowship recognizes that the health and progress of our 
society is closely tied to our continuing and deep support of 
basic scientific research,” Gewirth said. “This small investment 
in Kevin's training today will undoubtedly be repaid many 
times over in the decades to come."

“An NIH NRSA was the first step in my research career, and 
I'm sure Kevin will look back later on and have similar 
thoughts about the importance of this program supporting 
young investigators,” David L. Dunn, M.D., Ph.D., Vice Presi-
dent for Health Sciences, Professor of Surgery, Microbiology 
and Immunology at UB, said.

These fellowships are named in honor of Ruth L. Kirschstein, 
M.D., who was the first woman director of an NIH institute, 
when she served as director of the National Institute of General 
Medical Sciences from 1974 to 1993.

Jessica Gee has joined the Hauptman-Woodward Medical Research Institute (HWI) as a research 
associate. She will be working in the laboratory of Dr. Barnali Chaudhuri. Gee will be studying the 
role of chromosomal partitioning proteins.

The Chaudhuri laboratory is investigating how biological macromolecules function as molecular 
machines by virtue of their structural design.

Prior to joining HWI, Gee worked as an undergraduate research assistant in the UB Pharmacology and 
Toxicology Department, in the laboratory of Dr. Arin Bhattacharjee. While working there, Gee devel-
oped an independent research project where she studied the role of the transcription factor NF- B in 
the regulation of Slick, a sodium-activated potassium channel. She also performed general laboratory 
maintenance and organization, and made weekly data presentations, in addition to collaborating with 
other laboratory members.

Gee received a bachelor’s degree in Pharmacology and Toxicology from the University at Buffalo.

Jessica Gee and Michael Rhodes Joins HWI Staff

Robert J. A. Irwin recently retired from the HWI Board of Directors after 32 years of dedicated service to the 
Institute. Irwin served as vice chairman of the board from 1989-1991 and as chairman of the board from 
1992-1996.  He served on HWI’s Finance Committee and assisted many of the board’s subcommittees. He 
was honored by HWI for his service in 2003 at the biennial Awards Gala for his service and has received 
many awards and honors from local charitable organizations. Irwin has served on a number of boards and 
committees throughout Western New York and is an active volunteer and philanthropist.  He presently serves 
as vice chair of the New York State Historical Association. 

A local philanthropist and civic leader, Paul J. Koessler (1937-2008) served on the board of Hauptman-Woodward since 
1998. He was Vice Chairman of the HWI Board of Directors from 2005 to 2008 and also served as Chair of the Governance 
and Government Affairs committees.

“Paul led with quiet grace and dignity. Regardless of the nature or difficulty of the task which he faced at 
HWI or at any of the many other local charitable organizations which he helped, Paul consistently went 
above and beyond any expectations,” Dr. Herbert A. Hauptman, HWI president said. “We always knew 
that if there was a fundraiser, event or behind-the-scenes project work, we could count on his support.”

Former president and chief operating officer of Greater Buffalo Press, he and his brother built a business 
which was the largest printer of Sunday comics and advertising inserts in the world, a business that 
maintained seven plants in the U.S. and one in Canada. 

Koessler helped raise millions of dollars for local schools such as Canisius High School and The Buffalo 
Seminary, as well as for a variety of charitable organizations such as HWI, WNED, Roswell Park, and 

the Buffalo & Erie County Historical Society, just to mention a few. He also led the Paul J. Koessler Foundation which awarded 
more than 40 grants within the community. For the past eight years, Koessler served on the Peace Bridge Authority as chair-
man and vice chairman.

He is survived by his wife Niscah, as well as three daughters, two sons, a stepdaughter, three stepsons and nineteen grandchildren.
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Dedicated HWI Board Member Retires After 32 Years of Service



Henry  Moffatt Esq.
  Jane & Richard  Griffin 
William R. Noreck 
  Ms. Tinamarie  Zelasko 
Irene  Paige 
  Ms. Karen A. Szalkowski 
Hanna  Pollack 
  Ms. Doris E. Stone 
Donna-Rae  Prong 
  Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Wright III
Lula  Rankin 
  Ms. Karen A. Szalkowski 
Rita E. Schoenfeld 
  Mr. Walter R. Schoenfeld 
Virginia  Southard 
  Mr. George  Southard 
Mrs. Gerald R. Stafford 
  Mr. & Mrs. Gerald R. Stafford 
Alice  Sturckler 
  Ms. Candace A. Frerk 
Lottie  Ward 
  Ms. Renee B. Piazza 
Lucy & Charles  Weisbecker 
  Ms. Marie L. Weisbecker 
Robert W. Witt 
  Ms. Tinamarie  Zelasko

HONORS
In Honor of:
Dr. Leonard Berman
  Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Grasso
Constance  Constantine 
  Mr. & Mrs. Steven G. Biltekoff 
Walter & Connie  Constantine 
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert  Banta 
Dr. George T. DeTitta 
  Mr. & Mrs. Gary  Schwartz 
Dr. William L. Duax
  Mr. Sanjay  Connare 
  Ms. Mimi  Swados 
  Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Wright III
Mr. & Mrs. Adelbert  Fleischmann 
  Dr. & Mrs. Stuart W. Maisel 
 Barbara  Ginsberg 
  Mrs. Naomi K. Mintzer
Henry Goldman 
  Dr. & Mrs. A. Donald  Gilden 
  Mrs. Naomi K. Mintzer
Dr. Jane F. Griffin 
  Ms. Lillian  Gerstman 
Dr. Herbert A. Hauptman 
  Dr. & Mrs. A. Donald  Gilden 
  Mr. & Mrs. Irwin E. Ginsberg 
Don  Hess 
  Dr. & Mrs. Allen  Barnett 
Dr. David  Hohn 
  Dr. Edwin A. Mirand 
Mr. & Mrs Donald Katz 
  Mr. & Mrs. Irwin E. Ginsberg 
Dr. Leo  Manning 
  Mrs. Naomi K. Mintzer 
Susan  Paige 
  Ms. Karen A. Szalkowski 
Linda  Stein 
  Dr. & Mrs. Melvin M. Brothman 
  

$100,000 +
M & T Charitable Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999
Mr. Roy Carver 
County of Erie
Community Foundation for
  Greater Buffalo
East Hill Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Hess
Josephine Goodyear Foundation
Verizon Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Dr. & Mrs. George T. DeTitta
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Koessler
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Rich
Dr. & Mrs. Walter F. Stafford, III

$2,500 - $4,999
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus 
Ebenezer United Church of Christ
ZeptoMetrix Corporation

$1,500 - $2,499
Dr. & Mrs. William L. Duax
Irenaeus Foundation

$1,000 - $1,499
Donald Davis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Degen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. A. Irwin
NYS Center of Excellence
Mr. Richard W. Shaughnessy
Mr. Samuel F. Ward

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. C. Teo Balbach
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore S. Bistany
Mr. Sanjay Connare
Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Constantine, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Peter McCauley
Mrs. Richard W. Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Wright, III

$250 - $499
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Banta 
Mr. Ernst Both
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Biltekoff
Mrs. Peter A. Casagrande 
Mrs. Annette M. Cravens 
Miss Mary E. Clemesha
Mr. Donald H. Cloudsley
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Cryer 
Jane & Richard Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. William Baird Irwin
Mr. William J. McDermott
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Miller
Dr. & Mrs. John H. Peterson
United Way of Buffalo & Erie County
Mr. & Mrs. C. Richard Zobel

$100 - $249
Dr. & Mrs. Mark W. Ackley
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Ames
Mrs. Jeanne Archer
Dr. & Mrs. Allen Barnett
Ms. Ellen W. Baxter

Mr. & Mrs. Steven G. Biltekoff
Mrs. Margaret R. Cole
DeSpirt Mosaic & Marble Co., Inc.
Mr. Dennis DeTitta
Ms. Jennifer Dowdell
Mrs. Jean Gallmeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Garnjost
Ms. Lillian Gerstman
Dr. Lee Ann Grace
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Hahn
Ms. Vicky J. Hattala
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Hauptman
Mrs. Dorothy C. Hausle
Mr. & Mrs. Sherlock A. Herrick, Jr.
Mr. Theodore Hyde
Mr. & Mrs. Clinton F. Ivins, Jr.
Mr. Robert J. Ivory
Johnson & Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin M. Johnston, Jr.
Laureate Alpha Kappa
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Klein
Dr. & Mrs. Todd B. Koch
Dr. & Mrs. Albert M. Kraus
Mr. John C. Lundrigan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. McFarland
Mrs. Darlene Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lang Miller
Dr. Edwin A. Mirand
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald B. Newman, II
Dr. Paul H. Potter
Mr. Joseph Priselac, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Renz
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schwartz
Mr. Norman C. Severo
Ms. Mimi Swados
Synergetic Sales, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Paul Vienne
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas L. Winokur
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Wilton

$99
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Bates 
Dr. Robert F. Berner
Dr. & Mrs. Melvin M. Brothman
Ms. Lucy G. Butterbaugh
Mrs. Carol A. Byrnes
Mrs. Kathryn Cohen
Daily Post
Ms. Judy Lopez del Moral
Mrs. Homer Fay
Ms. Candace A. Frerk
Dr. & Mrs. A. Donald Gilden
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin E. Ginsberg
Miss Ruth C. Graesser
Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Grasso
Reverend & Mrs. James D. Hakes
Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Haynes
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Irr
Mr. Edmund Karnofsky
Mrs. Aljean G. Leer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Luft
Ms. Helene Mesch
National Fuel Gas Company    
  Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart W. Maisel

Honorable David J. Mahoney
Ms. Carol McRae 
Mrs. Sarah G. Metzger 
Mrs. Naomi K. Mintzer
Dr. & Mrs. Walter A. Pangborn
Ms. Renee B. Piazza
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Podolsky
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Presant 
Mrs. Kenneth F. Seagrave
Mr. & Mrs. Saunders M. Sennet
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Schanley
Mr. Walter R. Schoenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Sikora
Mr. George Southard
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald R. Stafford
Ms. Doris E. Stone 
Ms. Karen A. Szalkowski
Ms. Marie L. Weisbecker
Ms. Tinamarie Zelasko

MEMORIALS
In Memory of:
Drs. A. Aaron,E. Melch 
  Mr. & Mrs. Michael N. Grasso 
Bill  Aldrich 
  Mrs. Carol A. Byrnes 
Hobson W. Archer Sr.
  Mrs. Jeanne  Archer 
Elizabeth  Attanasio 
  Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. McFarland 
Matthew  Bartowick 
  Mr. and Mrs. Walter S. Sikora 
Phyllis  Caputi 
  Jane & Richard  Griffin 
Matt  Czamara 
  Dr. & Mrs. Melvin M. Brothman 
George & Rosemary  DeTitta 
  Mr. Dennis  DeTitta 
Jean  Fancort 
  Ms. Renee B. Piazza 
James H. Ferril Sr.
  Ms. Tinamarie  Zelasko 
Douglas  Frost 
  Miss Ruth C. Graesser 
Robert  Grabowski 
  Ms. Candace A. Frerk 
Helene  Hargrave 
  Ms. Renee B. Piazza 
Hyman  Hauptman 
  Dr. & Mrs. Bruce  Hauptman
Peter H. Hornbarger 
  Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Wright III
Jane H. Hunt 
  Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Wright III
Doris  Kardaman 
  Ms. Helene  Mesch 
Jan P. Klippert 
  Mrs. Kenneth F. Seagrave
David M. Kowalski 
  Ms. Tinamarie  Zelasko 
Mr. W. Barry  Mallon Jr.
 Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Wright III
Dr. Edgar R. McGuire 
  Mrs. Annette M. Cravens   

A Comparative Riedel Wine Glass
Tasting Experience

$150 - includes a set of 4 Vitis Riedel glasses, retailing at $170

700 Ellicott Street, Hauptman-Woodward Institute (atrium)

Event begins at 7:30 p.m.
come at 6:30 p.m. for a pre-event tour of Hauptman-Woodward

We would like to thank and acknowledge the following donors to Hauptman-Woodward
February 1, 2008 – June 30, 2008

Donor Wall Unveiling

On May 5, 2008, Hauptman-Woodward proudly unveiled the 
Donor Wall of Honor in the reception area of our new facility. The 
wall is a way of giving thanks to all of the donors to our capital 
campaign, whose contributions enabled us to build our new facility 
which more than doubled the usable space of our old building, 
provided us with state-of-the-art laboratories, and serves as a great 
recruiting tool. Chris Greene, Chairman of the HWI Foundation 
Board, and Connie Constantine, Chairman of the Capital Campaign 
and former Chair of the Board of Directors, jointly unveiled the wall 
and said a few words of thanks to the friends, Board members and 
donors that had gathered to celebrate the new building and culmi-
nation of the campaign.  Our sincere thanks to all those that helped 
make our new building a reality!

Mark your calendars, make your gift lists and 
gather your friends for a fun filled weekend of 

art, shopping!

The weekend of December 5 – 7, 2008 is the well-
known Gallery Walk in downtown Buffalo. This is the 
weekend that numerous studios and galleries open 
their doors to the public. It is a unique opportunity to 
visit talented local artists and artisans in their studios 
and in small gallery settings.

Hauptman-Woodward will participate in the event this 
year, with more than 40 artists and artisans setting up 
booths in the HWI lobby, showing and selling their art. 
Julia Duax Skop is the volunteer chairman coordinat-
ing the Hauptman-Woodward artists. She anticipates 
a wide variety of artisans at HWI.

This is an awesome opportunity for you to do some 
one-stop shopping, getting an early jump on the 
holidays, and view art by local talent.  The artists 
displaying at HWI are donating 20 percent of their 
sales proceeds, making your purchases even more 
valuable – they will support life-altering research in 
our community at Hauptman-Woodward.  Our 
location will be open Saturday and Sunday, December 
6 and 7 from 11a.m. – 6 p.m.Connie Constantine and Chris Greene unveil donor wall,

seated; Don Hess, Chairman of HWI Board

Join us at Hauptman-Woodward as we make a journey through the world of wine glasses and 
fine wine. Georg Riedel, President and 10th generation at the over 300 year old Riedel Crystal 
Company, will lead us on this journey. His expertise in the field of wine glasses and knowledge 
of fine wine, combined with his exceptional talent for stories and history are not to be missed.

Wine and appetizers are included in the tasting
RSVP - space is limited, please call 716 898-8597 for reservations

Friday, October 24, 2008Friday, October 24, 2008

(Bordeaux, Burgundy, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc)

-Woodward as we make a journey through the world of

Crystal for Crystallography

Kendall Jackson Sommeliers Products
sponsored by: Premier Gourmet 
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Where are you from originally?
I was born and grew up on the south side of Chicago where I attended
public schools and later the University of Chicago, where I majored in Chemistry.

Can you tell us a little bit about your family?
I come from an academic family. My dad was a philosophy professor
in Chicago, my uncle was a professor at Stanford, my brother is a
chemistry professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana, my sister is a
professor of psychology at the University of Connecticut. My mom was
not a professor, but she was trained as a biologist and worked for the
Environmental Protection Agency where she specialized in the Great Lakes.

Tell us a little about your educational and career path and how it led you here.
I went to grad school at Yale University and after I finished my Ph.D., I went to 
Harvard where I did a post doc with Dr. Don Wiley. After that I went back to Yale 
to work with Dr. Paul Sigler and did a long post-doc of about seven years which 
was funded by successive fellowships from the American Cancer Society and The 
Leukemia Society. Paul Sigler, who was, incidentally, a native of Buffalo, was a 
famous structural biologist during the Golden Age of macromolecular crystallog-
raphy in the 1990s. Yale was a great place to be back then. One could argue that 
at the time it was the center of the universe for structural biology.  In addition to 
Sigler, the group at Yale included Tom Steitz, Fred Richards, and Jennifer Doudna, 
who produced great structures, as well as Axel Brunger and Zbyszek Otwin-
owski, who were at the forefront of crystallographic methods development. I then 
got a job at Duke University and taught in the Biochemistry Department there for 
seven years before I came to HWI in 2005.

What inspired you to have a career in science?
That really came from my mother, who was trained as a biologist at the University 
of Chicago.  She got us involved with science fairs as kids and really applied scien-
tific methods to understand things. For example, she used to conduct experiments 
related to her environmental interests. When the street lights in Chicago were 
being converted to the orange sodium vapor lights in the 1970s, my mom was 
concerned that the brighter light would change the dormancy cycle of trees, which

Dr. Daniel T. Gewirth, Research Scientist
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