
Recent Donation to HWI Reflects A Family’s 
Generosity and Sage Approach to Giving  

Catt Family Gift an Example of the Mutual Benefits of Planned Giving 

orn in New Rochelle, 
New York in 1913, W. 
Jackson Catt was destined 
to become a highly 
successful businessman, a 
loving family man and a 

generous philanthropist. He was the 
owner of W. Jackson Catt Sales, 
where he began working during his 
senior year of high school after his 
father’s death. 

A Success in Both Business and Life
The heir to the family food business, 
Catt possessed the rare and enviable 
entrepreneurial spirit which made him 
a leader in the business world.  Catt 
discovered that fast food giant 
McDonald’s could both prevent exces-
sive waste and increase profit 
margins by using what was then a 
groundbreaking technique — the 
quick freeze process. He, along with 
his business partners, convinced 
McDonald’s executives of the benefits 
of this new way of doing business and 
his rocket to success was launched.  

Catt succeeded in his personal life as 
well. He was married in 1935 to 
Anne (Gehm) Catt.  In the late 
1940s, the Catts moved to East 
Aurora and had four daughters.  
Catt was an avid golfer.  Along the 
way, he also became an active and 
generous philanthropist.

Catt Gives Gift of Time, Talent and
Financial Resources
Catt was an HWI board member from 
1978 until the time of his death in 
1982. During his board tenure, Catt 
made a generous gift which allowed 
HWI to establish a development office.  

Now many years later, Hauptman-
Woodward is very fortunate to again 

be a recipient of Catt’s generosity. In fact, HWI 
received a donation via planned giving.

HWI Endowment Enriched with Catt’s Planned Gift
Catt set up a trust — a Charitable  Giving Trust — and 
among the provisions of that trust was the directive 
that upon Mrs. Anne Catt’s death, the funds remain-
ing in that particular trust were to be gifted to 
Hauptman-Woodward.

The gift of nearly $400,000 will be added to HWI’s 
endowment. The Hauptman-Woodward Medical 
Research Institute‘s endowment is crucial to the 
continued success of the Institute. The endowment 
earnings  provide seed funding for research, start-up 
funds for new faculty members, and interim funding 
to support established faculty and their labs. The HWI

Board of Directors, Scientists and 
Staff are grateful to the Catt Family 
for this generous gift.

Planned Gifts Protect Heirs and 
Support Favorite Cause
Planned giving is an option to 
consider for individuals who want to 
support a charity of their choice, but 
first want to ensure that their heirs’ 
needs are fully met. It is flexible and 
designed to accommodate the 
donor. To begin the process of 
giving, individuals find an organi-
zation that is of particular interest to 
them and make provisions through 
their will to provide a gift as part of 
their estate.

Why is Hauptman-Woodward a 
Worthwhile Institute for Individuals 
to Contribute to?
HWI scientists are committed to 
pursuing basic biomedical research 
in the area of structural biology to 
understand the causes and seek cures 
for a variety of diseases.The Institute 
is a 51 year old, independent, not-
for-profit biomedical research facility 
that relies on public and private 
sources for funding.

The Steps to a Cure Begin with 
Basic Research
You can help pave the road to a cure 
with your donation. Your support at 
any level helps Hauptman-Woodward 
in this journey.

If you are interested in learning more 
about planned giving or other ways 
to support HWI, please contact Laurie 
Elliott Krajna via phone at 716-898-
8597 or via email at lkrajna@ 
hwi.buffalo.edu. Krajna will be happy 
to help you customize the best giving 
plan for you and your family. 

W. Jackson Catt
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